
Council 
 
 
8 May 2014 

Agenda Item 117 (A) 

 
 
Brighton & Hove City Council 

 

 
 

 

Subject: Area Panel Boundaries and the Housing Management 
Consultative Committee - Extract from the 
Proceedings of the Policy & Resources Committee 
Meeting held on the 1 May 2014 

Date of Meeting: 8 May 2014 

Report of: Monitoring Officer 

Contact Officer: Name:  Mark Wall Tel: 29-1006 

 E-mail: mark.wall@brighton-hove.gcsx.gov.uk 

Wards Affected: All  

 
 FOR GENERAL RELEASE 
 
 

Action Required of the Council: 
To receive the item referred from the Policy & Resources Committee for information: 
 

Recommendations: 
 
(1) To note the extract and the report. 
 

 
 

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

4.00 pm 1 May 2014 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOVE TOWN HALL 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
 

Present:  Councillor J Kitcat (Chair); Councillors G. Theobald (Opposition 
Spokesperson), Morgan (Group Spokesperson), Hamilton, Lepper, A. 
Norman, Peltzer Dunn, Randall, Shanks and Sykes. 

 
 
 

PART ONE 
 
 

178. AREA PANEL BOUNDARIES AND THE HOUSING MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTATIVE SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
178.1 The Monitoring Officer introduced the report which set out proposed changes to the 

council’s resident involvement structure by realigning geographical boundaries of Area 
Panels to match ward boundaries. The report also proposed that the Housing 
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Management Consultative Sub-Committee be discontinued and that revised 
arrangements and ways of working be introduced to ensure more effective tenant 
consultation and input into the decision-making process.  Whilst there had been an 
effective role under the executive system, it was felt that under a committee system 
there was a level of duplication with both the Area Panels and the Sub-Committee.  
The Monitoring Officer also noted that future reports to the Housing Committee would 
include comments from the Area Panels the Tenant Scrutiny arrangements had now 
come into operation and had taken two reports to date to the Housing Committee. 
 

178.2 Councillor Randall welcomed the report and stated that he felt there were a number of 
avenues whereby tenants could put forward their views and influence matters right up 
the Housing Committee itself and therefore the sub-committee was not needed.  He 
was aware that an indicative vote by tenants at the last sub-committee had shown 
support for its retention, but that there had been divided views at the Area Panels.  He 
also noted that the Leaders Group supported the proposal and that Councillor Peltzer 
Dunn had expressed his opposition to it at various meetings. 

 
178.3 Councillor Peltzer Dunn stated that he wished to move an amendment on behalf of the 

Conservative Group to delete the second recommendation listed in the report and 
thereby effectively retain the Housing Management Consultative Sub-Committee.  He 
acknowledged that there were a number of avenues for tenant consultation but felt that 
the loss of 6 meetings a year would not have that much impact.  He fully supported the 
changes for the Area Panels but felt that the sub-committee provided an opportunity 
for residents across the city to make representations directly to Members. 

 
178.4 Councillor G. Theobald formally seconded the amendment. 

 
178.5 The Chair noted the comments and stated that as part of the establishment of the 

tenant scrutiny process it had been envisaged that the sub-committee would be 
discontinued.  The Housing Committee was open to anyone to attend and for public 
items to be raised, and he believed with the various opportunities for matters to be 
raised the loss of the sub-committee would not diminish the voice of tenants from 
being heard. 

 
178.6 Councillor Morgan stated that he welcomed the realignment of the Area Panels and 

noted that as part of the review of the constitution with the introduction of the 
committee system, the Working Group had maintained that the need for sub-
committees should be limited.  Now that the tenant scrutiny process was in place and 
the area panels reformed, he believed that it was appropriate to lose the sub-
committee but noted that the arrangements could be kept under review as part of the 
general review of the constitution. 

 
178.7 The Chair noted the comments and put the Conservative Group amendment to the 

vote which was lost.  He then put the recommendations to the vote 
 

178.8 RESOLVED: 
 

(1) That the redrawing of the 4 Area Panel area boundaries, as shown in appendix 1 
to the report, to align with ward boundaries be agreed;  
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(2) That the abolition of the Housing Management Consultative Sub-Committee be 
approved. 

 
Note: Councillors A. Norman, Peltzer Dunn and G. Theobald wished their names recorded 

as having voted against resolution (2) above.  
 


